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In the last portion of this Big History that involves us so closely, there appears a fundamental
component: human consciousness(1). Capable of reflecting on itself, it continually expands
its spatial and temporal horizons, creates the world every second, and rebels against the
determinisms of “nature”. It seems to be the most advanced expression of the global process,
at this point in evolution and on this planet. We intend to focus on this manifestation -
consciousness-, trace some of its major evolutionary steps, describe as far as possible what
it is going through now, and envisage its future possibilities, which are likely to bloom at the
moment of the new evolutionary leap which lies before us. 1 By consciousness we mean that
which coordinates and gives a structure to the activity of the psyche, from senses to memory.
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