The use of the word combination «a beautiful man» in the modern world
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Traditional textbooks on stylistics and lexicology of the English language recommend using the word «handsome» if we want to tell a man that he is attractive and pleasant. But nowadays we can often come across the phrase «a beautiful man» and «a handsome woman». What are the reasons for the use of these expressions with different meanings of such statements?
A beautiful man is not less masculine than a handsome man; a handsome man is a traditionally good-looking guy who fits all the generic qualities of a pleasant-looking man.  A beautiful man has something different and unique. A beautiful man is more of a work of art than a handsome man is. There is an opinion that if someone says that a guy is beautiful, it means that he has a charming face like girl's. He must be cute. 
And another opinion is that in the U.S., telling a guy he is beautiful does not normally mean that he is good-looking. We would consider that it is strange and ridiculous. To tell him that he is good-looking, you would tell him that he is handsome. 
Sometimes, though, «You're beautiful» is said to a man to recognize that he has done something for you that you appreciate, but that has nothing to do with his looks. It's like saying «Thank you».  «Beautiful» can describe things that are enjoyed for reasons other than man's physical appearance. «You are a beautiful person!» could be said to a man or a woman and it would usually be taken to mean that one is kind, generous, and thoughtful. 
These combinations «a beautiful man», «a beautiful woman», «a handsome man» and «a handsome woman», namely, are used in articles, films and quotes. Statistics of articles can be found in the WebCorp. In one article a beautiful man is a great guy who is really respected. The second article describes a beautiful man as a model «sent down from heaven for us», and who is one hundred per cent perfect. Another article shows a beautiful man as a man from whom radiance comes. Another source where the expression «a beautiful man» abounds is films. And we face with an expression «a beautiful man» in films. 
In the example, taken from the American TV series "Homeland", received the highest evaluation of the film critic there is the excerpt from the conversation of the girl Dana and the boy Leo, who both were placed in the Psychiatric Care Clinic for teenagers. However, girl’s word «beautiful» in relation to her mate is hardly surprising, because she fell in love with him and found him pretty. On the contrary, it would be a bit strange if she used the word «handsome»: because in modern speaking practice this word is increasingly used in a variety of figurative and ironic meanings. Moreover, we can find the word combination «a beautiful man» in quotations, but it doesn’t happen so often. There is a quote «How beautiful maleness is, if it finds its right expression» which is written by David Herbert Lawrence (an English novelist, poet, literary critic). And the second one is:
«He is without a doubt the most beautiful man on the planet, too beautiful for the little people below, too beautiful for me» by Erika Mitchell (known by her pen name E. L. James, an English author). 

Referring to Google Ngram Viewer and looking for the frequency of the use of phrases «a beautiful man», «a beautiful woman», «a handsome man» and «a handsome woman», it provides us with the following information. Nowadays the use of 'handsome' is not associated with women, but it still can be used. The research shows that «beautiful man» has always been rare, «handsome woman» does seem to have become less frequent over time, and «beautiful woman» and «handsome man» have always been more frequently used than «handsome woman» and «'beautiful man».
The COCA (Corpus of Contemporary American English) gives us statistical evidence that the frequency of the use of expression «beautiful man» has increased in recent years. So, in the sources of the 1990-2004 years (15 years) the compilers faced with it 40 times, and in 2005-2012 (8 years) 45 uses of this expression have been noted. To compare the two periods per the number of uses of this expression per year, it increased in 2012 almost more than twice. It is assumed that this figure would grow even higher. And for this moment there is the following data. The combination «a beautiful man» occurs 100 times in colloquial speech, literature, popular magazines, newspapers, and academic texts, «a beautiful woman» - 1311, «a handsome man» - 554 and «a handsome woman» - 98 times. It is expected that the use of the word combination «a beautiful man» will increase.
References: 

1.WebCorp:  http://www.webcorp.org.uk/
