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This abstract refers to Admonitions for the lenient interpretation of one’s motives and actions. This is the last chapter of Nickolaos Mavrokordatos’ novel Philotheou Parerga. It is a novel based on neoplatonic background that aimed to teach and entertain at the same time. N. Mavrokordatos, a Phanariot, was also a Voevoda of Wallachia and Moldova, had a great education, while he was also multilingual. This chapter is one embedded essay within the novel. In a very well depicted symposium setting, N. Mavrokordatos through his Greek protagonist starts a philosophical dialogue and sets out his aspects on the interpretation of people's passions and the actions to which they lead them. The intertext which Mavrokordatos has in mind when writing this chapter was La Rochefoucauld’s Réflexions ou sentences et maximes morales. His attitude from the beginning of the essay is sincere, as he will stand with leniency towards people and will try to x-ray examine and interpret human nature thoroughly. Through Admonitions he presents his beliefs and on the image (internal and external) of people, the humility, the regimes, the passions of the people, the divine love, the ideal sovereign, the fate of the people etc. The text is in accordance with the ideas of Early Enlightenment, Aristotelian ethics, Plato's theories, Bayle's ideas and other ideas of Western thought. What is certain is that the Greek Erudite prince is more progressive than the French Ethical philosopher and this in itself arouses interest.
