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It is widely known that Virginia Woolf paid great attention to time representation in her literary works. Deeply influenced by other modernist writers, Woolf highly experimented with forms of the text and narrative techniques, particularly stream of consciousness style. Virginia Woolf was interested in the representation of characters’ consciousness, capturing associations and random recollections from their past. This essay explores the representation and concept of time in Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway and Orlando. 
In Virginia Woolf’s works, the life of one mind exists in psychological time which is freely moving, that is “resistant to conscious will” [Gudz 2005: 3]. However, Woolf used fictional time as well, in order to regulate the chronology of the text, it can also be considered as external time. For example, when one of the characters recollects something from the past, diving deeply in their thoughts and memories, the character hears a clock strikes, which personifies the fictional time, it brings a character back to the chronological time of the book. Thus, it might be said that the chime of the clock shows characters’ inability to escape from reality (chronological time). At the same time, it shows the unity between the fictional reality and endless flow of time. It is crucial to mention that modernist writers were influenced by philosophers and their ideas about time and consciousness. One of the most notable philosophers was Henri Bergson and his theories about time. For example, he was the founder of pure duration concept, he defined it as a series of changes that penetrate each other without precise shapes. The difficulty of this conception is that Bergson presents duration as a mess and diversity. Thus, Virginia Woolf puts aside the time structure of the plot in order to focus on the deeper investigation of the “immediate data of consciousness”. [Taunton 2016]. 
It is worth considering the concept of time in Virginia Wool’s Mrs. Dalloway. Essentially, time and place in the book show us the physical reality where characters exist. Simultaneously, the characters’ psychological and emotional condition is demonstrated. It is essential to point out that the book does not contain actual dividers of the narrative, except for the chiming of Big Ben. Moreover, Big Ben strikes the hours and bands together fictional time and the consciousness of a particular character, it reminds characters about the present. Clarissa Dalloway is always immersed in thoughts about her past life, particularly because her past is connected with Sally and Peter Walsh, these are people who influenced Clarissa’s life significantly. Thus, the strikes of Big Ben remind her about the present life, taking her out of recollections. 
Moreover, all characters presented in the novel have a relation to one another: in time, psychologically and emotionally. For example, the interconnection between Clarissa and Septimus Warren Smith despite the fact that they were not familiar with each other. The narrator suddenly interrupts Clarissa’s thoughts and jumps to Septimus, making parallels between these characters. Just like Clarissa recollects about her past that does not let her go, Septimus is pursued by the terrors of the war and his dead soldier friend. On the example of this character, it is shown that these constant terrifying thoughts about the past, prompted him to commit suicide. It can be suggested that Clarissa’s possible fate is similar to Septimus’ as she is also devastated inside and is tortured by memories from her past years. 

Considering the concept of time in Virginia Woolf’s literary works, it is worth paying attention to Orlando. Unlike Mrs. Dalloway, the protagonist of Orlando lives more than three centuries. First of all, the time span in the novel makes the requirements of centuries where the character exists. Orlando lives in accordance with beliefs that are applicable for a particular period of time [German, Kaehele 1962: 36]. There are other details in the text that show the power of time over man and the subjective nature of time. The book contains descriptions of flight and processes of flowing with references to particular objects, for example, flying birds and moving water; all these processes (movements) show the transience of time. It must be noted that this is a modernist representation of time as the conventional one is usually chronologically structured and ordered. Moreover, routine actions are described in a metaphorical way. For instance, routine actions are compared to a ship that wanders through the sea. All memories that Orlando has, accumulate and turn into the gigantic collection of moments. Time passes, and Orlando has many memories from different centuries that come to their mind at once. It might be said that as Clarissa is tortured by her memories from the past, Orlando is tortured as well by his past, because he has too many times in his mind. 
All in all, Virginia Woolf was highly influenced by the twentieth-century modernist movements. Thus, all her works can be considered as innovative and experimental to a certain extent. Her philosophy of time is quite ambiguous and can be interpreted in many ways. However, there is no doubt that Woolf considers time as something subjective, that cannot be measured by clocks; it belongs to people and their minds on a spiritual level. 
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