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 Dentistry is an actively developing field of knowledge nowadays, which results in the emergence of new terms and changes in the terminological system. Since health issues have always been of great concern to people, dentistry terms are used not only by doctors but also by laymen, for example, by writers of fiction. Although the functioning of medical terms in fiction has been studied by a number of scholars, researchers have not devoted their study to the terminology of dentistry. 

The aim of this paper is to study the functioning of dentistry terms in fiction discourse using such methods as classification, discourse analysis, analysis and study of definitions.  

To study dentistry terms in fiction discourse, the novel To Rise Again at a Decent Hour by an American writer Joshua Ferris has been chosen. 

The research has shown that terms in fiction discourse are sometimes used in the meaning which is not registered in the terminological dictionary. For example, in the following sentence, the term root canal denotes the treatment of this part of a tooth: “When I was filling a cavity or doing a root canal or extracting a tooth that was beyond repair, I’d think, “This could have been prevented”. The Oxford Dictionary of Dentistry defines the term root canal in a different way: “that part of the tooth containing the pulp between the pulp chamber and the root apex or apices” [Oxford Dictionary of Dentistry: 304]. In this case, the metonymic transfer “part of a tooth – dental procedure” is observed. 

Terms are provided with descriptions. For example, the term dentistry is provided with the following descriptions in the novel: “dentistry is very much a business” [Ferris]. However, according to the Oxford Dictionary of Dentistry, dentistry is “the study, management, and treatment of conditions and diseases affecting the teeth, jaws, and oral structures” [Oxford Dictionary of Dentistry: 107].  The description differs considerably from the dictionary definition and resembles an aphorism. 

The term is substituted with analogues which are not fixed in terminological dictionaries and belong to colloquial register. For example, hand mirror is used instead of mouth mirror, baby tooth substitutes the term primary tooth, gum pocket replaces the term periodontal pocket, which violates the requirement of stylistic neutrality.

The colloquial colouring is added to terms due to the words which are used by the author. For example, the informal verb yank influences the the term tooth/teeth: “He yanks the teeth” [Ferris]. Thus, the term loses stylistic neutrality.

A. G. Anisimova and T. A. Karapetyan point out that «функционирование терминов в тексте художественного произведения свидетельствует, с одной стороны, о единстве его функций со словами общелитературного языка, а с другой стороны, о том, что его основная роль   функция номинации   превращается в функцию образного мышления и образного выражения» [Анисимова, Карапетян: 168]. 
Terms in fiction are often used with epithets and evaluative adjectives, words in metaphoric meaning, as a part of comparisons. As a result, the term acquires a new function – the function of artistic expression. For example,

It was all one big mouth to me — one big open, straining, gleeking, unhappy, discomfited, slowly decaying mouth [Ferris].
A botched filling (not one of mine) had invaded the nerve [Ferris].
Lone molars stand erect as tombstones [Ferris].
Thus, the use of means of artistic expression with the term influences its neutrality and functioning. 
Fiction discourse includes many terms that are used symbolically. Healthy teeth symbolize an ideal life and fulfillment of American dream. Bad teeth cause misfortune and problems. 

For example, having replaced a rotten tooth with a pontic, the main character declares: “I had restored a baseline human dignity, no small thing” [Ferris]. 

Mouth is perceived as an access to people’s inner world:

The mouth is a weird place. Not quite inside and not quite out <…> — where cancer starts, where the heart is broken, where the soul might just fail to turn up [Ferris].  
The term acquires not only a new function but also a new meaning and therefore the process of determinologization takes place.

Thus, terms of dentistry undergo a number of changes in fiction discourse. They are used in the meaning which differs from the dictionary one. The difference is based on the metonymic transfer. The author provides terms with descriptions which resemble aphorisms rather than dictionary definitions. Terms are substituted with colloquial analogues, which violates the requirements of absence of synonyms and stylistic neutrality. The latter requirement is violated due to the use of colloquial words, epithets, evaluative adjectives, words used in the figurative sense and comparisons with terms. This results in the emergence of connotations, which turns the term into a means of artistic expression. Moreover, a number of terms are used in a symbolic meaning in fiction discourse, which leads to their determinologization.
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